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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

( b) the i mention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, 
more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Sproch, US. Pat. 
No. 6,247,134. 

3. Claims 1, 7-9, Sproch teaches an information processing apparatus operating in 
synchronism with a synchronizing clock signal of a predetermined frequency [abstract, see also 
Figs. 3 and 5], said information processing apparatus comprising: 

clock outputting means for varying said frequency of said synchronizing clock signal in 
order to output said synchronizing clock signal at the varied frequency [inherently, clock CLK 
could be set to different clock frequencies]; 

holding means for inputting and holding data when said clock outputting means outputs a 
first clock signal pulse, said holding means further outputting said data held therein when said 
clock outputting means outputs a second clock signal pulse following said first clock signal pulse 
[register 221 of Fig. 5]; 

selection command generating means for generating a selection command specifying 
whether or not to transfer said data by bypassing said holding means in accordance with the 
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frequency of said synchronizing clock signal output by said synchronizing clock outputting 
means [210 of Fig. 5]; and 

bypassing means for outputting said data by bypassing said holding means if said selection 
command generated by said selection command generating means specifies that said data be 
transferred by bypassing said holding means, said bypassing means further outputting said data 
output by said holding means if said selection command specifies that said data be transferred 
without bypassing said holding means [see Fig. 5, bypassing register 221 by disabling its clock 
and applying clock signal to the register 222 of stage 2\ 

wherein when the holding means is bypassed, said synchronizing clock signal 
supplied to the holding means is cut off [col. 10, lines 58-65]. 

4. Claim 2, Sproch teaches a plurality of groups each made up of said holding means and 
said bypassing means connected in that order, said plurality of groups being connected in 
cascaded fashion [see Fig. 5. 

5. Claim 3, Sproch teaches data processing means for performing a predetermined process 
on said data; wherein said holding means inputs, holds, and outputs said data having undergone 
said process performed by said data processing means; and wherein said bypassing means 
outputs said data having undergone said process performed by said data processing means by 
bypassing said holding means if said selection command specifies that said data be transferred by 
bypassing said holding means, said bypassing means further outputting said data which, having 
undergone said process performed by said data processing means, was input to, held in, and 
output by said holding means if said selection command specifies that said data be transferred 
without bypassing said holding means [abstract, see Figs. 4-5 and related discussion]. 
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6. Claim 4, Sproch teaches stop controlling means for exercising control to stop processing 
of said holding means if said selection command generated by said selection command 
generating means specifies that said data be transferred by bypassing said holding means [col. 
10, lines 58-65]. 

7. Claim 5, Sproch teaches said selection command generating means further generates 
frequency information corresponding to said frequency of said synchronizing clock signal output 
by said synchronizing clock outputting means, before generating said selection command based 
on the generated frequency information [see stall condition 'C determination circuit 210 of 
Figs. 3, 5-10, and related disclosure]. 

8. Claim 6, Sproch teaches said selection command generating means further receives 
frequency information which is supplied from an external source and which corresponds to said 
frequency of said synchronizing clock signal output by said synchronizing clock outputting 
means, before generating said selection command based on the received frequency information 

[see for example col. 4, lines 39-53, col. 9, lines 7+]. 

9. Claims 10-13, Sproch teaches means for cutting off said synchronizing clock signal 
supplied to the holding means [see AND gates of Figs. 5-10]. 

Response to Arguments 

10. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-9 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 
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